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T he
International Younger Chemists Network (IYCN) is an organization that aims to connect chemists who are in the early stages of their career, including but not limited to graduate school, postdoctoral associates, chemists within five years of their terminal degree, and chemists newly transitioning into the field. Our core objective is to reach like-minded scientists globally and create a platform for scientific exchange. With a focus on building a worldwide network, we strive to spread scientific knowledge, mentorship, and encourage a passion for chemistry.
The e orts to enhance our inclusive, developing network through collaboration with the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) have allowed us to participate in and expand their pre-existing programs for younger chemists. IUPAC has recognised the need for young chemists everywhere to have a greater voice and is working closely with IYCN to address this critical need. Hed worldwide who were unable to attend in person, promoting the truly inclusive nature of the network. During the GA of IUPAC we had the opportunity to present the work IYCN had already accomplished, and to look toward the future. We envisioned IYCN as a catalyst for driving positive and transformative change in the global chemistry community. IUPAC President Prof. Natalia Tarasova and Secretariat General Prof. Richard Hartshorn joined the fi rst open meeting of IYCN. The support and mentorship of IUPAC during the fi rst governance meeting set the platform for a constructive report from the fi ve IYCN working groups: public outreach, conference presence, governance, fi nance, and social media. In addition, there was an informative look forward towards IUPAC100 activities and planning. The catalyzing cycle had o cially begun. Over 20 younger chemists from 13 countries and international chemical societies attended the inaugural IYCN meeting and participated in a collaborative poster reception held during the WCLM and cosponsored by IYCN. The activities throughout the day facilitated discussions between IYCN leadership, IUPAC members, and young chemists which helped to establish the mission and overall direction of the society from the very beginning. We were fi nally able to celebrate the newly formed relationship between IUPAC and IYCN.
All IYCN members were invited and encouraged to participate in WCLM activities. One of the highlights was a speed networking session that was organized by the WCLM planning committee and involved participation of representatives from IUPAC divisions and committees, IUPAC Young Observers program participants and IYCN members. Bringing members of both the IUPAC Young Observers program and IYCN together during these early days has led to propagation of this radical reaction on a global scale.
The MoU signing was the featured event to kick o the IYCN sponsored symposium, which drew over 100 attendees. International Chapter of the ACS, and others to organize symposia and host networking events at international conferences. For instance, IYCN is working closely with IUPAC and the French Chemical Society to provide professional development and networking events for young chemists during IUPAC 2019. In addition to increasing our presence through presentations at conferences across the globe, we have established an online network and communication platform which has attracted in excess of 500 followers to date. The future for IYCN is bright; we are excited to continue to bring together young chemists from across the globe, and we invite all chemists to join and support us in this endeavor.
